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Solution Overview 
Facilitating service delivery through infrastructure optimisation- Limpopo Department of Agriculture 

 

Customer Business Requirements 

The Limpopo Department of Agriculture (LDA) is strongly focused on expanding and developing agriculture in 

the province, the provision of land grants, and developing and providing support for a wide variety of 

agricultural projects. 

 

With agriculture being extremely important to the province and with Limpopo covering a vast geographic 

area, the LDA clearly requires a strong IT infrastructure to help it keep track of projects and programmes that 

are being run.  These include educational programmes, distributing relevant information to farmers and even 

operating agricultural colleges. The department therefore needs the ability to facilitate communications 

amongst its own employees, as well as to disseminate information to constituents. It also needs the right tools to 

enable innovative offerings like its SMS communication programme, which provides information to farmers 

around subjects like potential infestations and changes in agricultural prices. 

 

Realising that its IT infrastructure was not up to the task, the LDA sought out a partner that could look at their 

requirements and put together a strategy to assist in overcoming the many challenges it faced. The key 

requirement was a business that could assist the department in transforming and optimising its IT infrastructure.  

 

Partner Solution 

Key challenges that had to be overcome included obsolescent hardware and the implementation of a server 

consolidation and virtualisation solution, based on Windows Server Hyper-V 2012, and managed by 

implementing Microsoft System Center 2012. 

Benefits 

 LDA’s IT was moved from being reactive to being proactive. 

 The most cost effective consolidation and virtualisation were achieved. 

 Development of LDA’s employee’s skills to support this infrastructure. 

 

Summary 

A key benefit of this Datacenter project was the reduction in operational costs. By using Window Server 2012, 

Windows Server Hyper-V 2012 and System Center 2012 LDA achieved a strong well managed IT infrastructure, 

freeing up additional budget for use in agriculture development projects. 


